INCIDENCE OF TREPONEMAL DISEASE IN
The object of this study was to determine the incidence of treponemal disease (syphilis or yaws) in a group of coloured immigrants who attended the Whitechapel Clinic of The London Hospital between November 1, 1957, and October 31, 1958 . The incidence of untreated disease is compared with that found during the same period in white patients attending the department. Table I shows the incidence of untreated treponemal disease separately for white and coloured men and women. All patients in whom treponemal disease had been previously diagnosed and treated were excluded, with the exception of those who gave a history of treatment for yaws in childhood. While the total percentage of treponemal disease was nearly five times greater in this group of coloured men than in the white men, and fourteen times greater in coloured than in white women, there was less disparity in the incidence of early syphilis which was only rather less than twice as common in the coloured immigrants than in white patients. Table III (opposite) shows that, of a total of 37 white and coloured patients suffering from early syphilis, 32 had acquired the disease in the United Kingdom and five, two of whom were coloured, had acquired it abroad. Although this group of immigrants had a high incidence of late treponemal disease brought with them from abroad, the majority of early infections had been acquired in the United Kingdom. 
CLINICAL MATERIAL
All the coloured immigrants who attended during the year were reviewed with respect to treponemal infection, either treated or untreated. In this way a total incidence for this group was obtained. The only patients excluded from this study were those who attended specifically for the follow-up of treated treponemal disease. Table V shows that, of 898 coloured immigrants studied, 767 (85 4 per cent.) were men, and that definite treponemal infection had been diagnosed in 82 (10-7 per cent.) of them up to the time of review. In the 131 women, definite treponemal infection had been diagnosed in 46 (35-1 per cent.) by the time of review. 
METHOD OF STUDY
Patients were questioned and examined to elicit evidence of yaws and syphilis; investigations by x ray and examination of the cerebrospinal fluid were carried out in some cases and serological tests for syphilis in all. In 155 cases, the treponemal immobilization test was performed. In a small number of cases historical data were inadequate due to language and otlher barriers.
The results of each inve3tigation are given in Table  VII . (iv) The remainder (682). There were 21 patients with evidence of both syphilis and yaws, and in ten (47.6 per cent.) serological tests or dark-field examination enabled a firm diagnosis of treponemal disease to be made. Of these ten patients, all of whom had evidence of yaws in childhood, four were suffering from early syphilis, one had primary optic atrophy and a history of penile sore, and one had a positive Wassermann reaction in the cerebrospinal fluid. The other four patients all gave historical evidence to suggest syphilitic infection.
In the "remainder" of 682 patients with no clinical evidence of syphilis or yaws, 45 (6 6 , 1957, and October 31, 1958;  this was compared with that in 2,908 white patients. For men the incidence was 6 per cent. in immigrants compared with 1 3 per cent. For women, it was 33 1 per cent. in immigrants, compared with 2 3 per cent. The incidence of early syphilis for men was 1 1 per cent. in immigrants compared with 0 7 per cent.; for women it was 2 4 per cent. in immigrants compared with I * 6 per cent.
This group of coloured immigrants brought little early syphilis into the United Kingdom; 32 of the total of 37 coloured immigrants and white patients suffering from early syphilis acquired their infections within the United Kingdom.
A less selected group of coloured immigrants was studied further to determine the total incidence of definite treponemal infection and the relative incidence of yaws as compared with syphilis; only patients specifically attending for follow-up of treated treponemal infection were excluded from this group. Treponemal disease had been diagnosed in 128 (14-3 per cent.) of 898 patients. In 47 of these 128 cases, there was evidence that the infection was due to yaws, in 26 that it was due to syphilis, and in ten that it was due to both yaws and syphilis. 
